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which the life was more than the meat and the body than
the raiment."1

Another interesting form of adult education is provided
by the women's institutes which are found particularly in
country villages. They date from 1915 and they did admir-
able, work during the first World War. By the end of 1932
there were some 5,000 institutes, with a membership of
approximately 297,000. Every county in England and Wales
had its own federation, and these were united in a National
Federation of Women's Institutes. They arrange classes in
cultural and recreational subjects, as well as in domestic and
other crafts; and they have usually a strong social side.

A more fully developed attempt to focus the social and
educational activities of an area is afforded by the com-
munity centre. In June 1929 a conference was held to con-
sider what could be done to promote the growth of a
healthy social life in the new housing estates which were
being developed by local authorities. It was attended by
representatives of the National Council of Social Service,
the British Association of Residential Settlements, and the
Educational Settlements Association, As a result of the
conference a New Estates Community Committee (after-
wards known as the Community Centres and Associations
Committee) was set up, with Sir Ernest Barker as chair-
man. Within the next nine years other associations came
into existence, not only in the larger cities, but also in some
of the smaller towns, such as Reading and Taunton. By the
summer of 1939 there were seventy Community Associa-
tions in existence, affiliated to the National Council of
Social Service, and about two hundred schemes for the
provision of conununity centres were in hand. Aid was
given by the Carnegie Trustees, and in some cases by
L.E.As. But these associations have sprung up and have

1 Livingstone, The Future in Education, p. 86.